Papen takes over the Government              135
miss the Prussian Government and replace it with a State
Commissioner for Prussia.
The three ministers declared that this proceeding was
unconstitutional and they would only bow to force. Here
the interview closed without further debate, and the three
ministers took their leave.
A bare two hours later, at noon to be precise, Dr. Bracht,
the mayor of Essen, rattled up to the Ministry of the Interior,
mounted very poetically on a motor-cycle. He made the
astonished porters show him straight up to Severing. He
informed Severing that he had been designated by Papen to
take over the Prussian Ministry of the Interior, whilst Papen
himself was the prospective Commissioner for Prussia.
Severing once more declared that he would only bow to
force. Dr. Bracht then asked him what he understood by
force. Severing said it must be actual physical force.
Whereupon the two men, who understood each other well,
indulged in a little comic interlude while they discussed the
embodiment of this' force 9. Dr. Bracht intended to return
with the police that evening and take Severing into custody.
The Capitulation of Social Democracy
Severing immediately informed the Party Committee. A
general meeting of the leaders of the German Social Demo-
crats, the Trade Unions and the Reichsbanner Schwarz-
Weiss-Rot was called up for the early afternoon. It was to
take place at the premises of the General German Trade
Union Club. The agenda was to decide on an attitude
towards this coup of Papen's.
The German Social Democratic Party was at this time
anything but revolutionary. Therefore the Party Com-
mittee said to themselves that it was far better to have this
unknown and apparently innocuous Papen in Prussia as
State Commissioner, than to bring the hordes of National
Socialist mercenaries on to the scene by resistance with
violence. One could be sure that Hitler would interpret
resistance, on the part of the Social Democrats and the
Reichsbanner, and probably even a general strike of the